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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, November 9th, the Wright Flyers held 
the monthly membership meeting at the Monticello 
Middle School, room #30.
 The meeting was called to order by president Wayne 
VanDenBoom at 7:12 PM. There were 14 people in 
attendance, including 4 club officers, 6 members, one 
presenter (Roy E Wood) and 3 guests, one of which, 
Alex Stang, was a prospective member.
 Leo Davids reviewed the minutes of the October 
meeting as published in the November issue of the 
club newsletter. The minutes were approved as 
published with no additions or corrections.
 There was no treasury report given.
 Nate Ewing was not in attendance and no one was 
aware if Nate had gotten the field sprayed for weeds 
as he indicated at the last club meeting in October.
 Wayne Van Den Boom opened the floor for anyone 
wishing to enter a nomination for club officer position 
for the next year. No nominations were offered. Four 
of the current officers in attendance offered to serve 
another term. So barring any last minute campaigns, 
the current officers will be installed for another term 
at the December meeting.
 The club offered two door prizes to all in 
attendance at the meeting. The two names drawn were 
Ron Bredeken who selected a club logo tee-shirt and 
Joel Dirnberger who selected a tee-shirt given to the 
club as a sample by a shirt vendor.
 Tom Springer introduced his associate/neighbor 
Roy E Wood who was instrumental in configuring the 
weather station that Tom and Roy have installed on 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, December 

14th, 2010. It will be held in Room 29 of  
the Monticello Middle School. 

the shelter at the Montissippi Flying Field. Roy has 
been a licensed Ham radio operator for about 9 years 
and belongs to a ham radio club in Robinsdale. As part 
of that club, Roy participates in events that need 
communication support including the Monticello 
Nuclear Plant's emergency drills with the state public 
safety department. Roy also works in computer 
programming which lends itself to some of the talent 
required to put together the weather station at the club 
field.
 Roy explained the hardware they mounted in and on 
the shelter at the field. It includes a Peet Bros. 
Ultimeter weather station, a 12 volt gel cell battery with 
solar panel charger, a load controller, a micro-
controller, and a radio transmitter (on 144.39 MHz). 
Roy included the load controller to conserve the 
battery by shutting off the radio transmitter's power 
draw if solar power doesn't keep the battery 
sufficiently charged. Roy hunted up a specially designed 
micro-controller that accepts the data from the weather 
station and is able to put that data into packets that are 
sent out every 4-5 minutes on the radio transmitter. 
 From the the transmitter on the shelter, the data is 
hopped around up to 3 times on stations in a radius of 
10-20 miles of the field which are part of an amateur 
position reporting system. The data finally lands at a 
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station that has computer access to upload the data 
onto the internet (www.aprs.fi). This internet site 
presents the weather info on a Google Map display 
along with trend graphs that can show up to a year's 
worth of  data from the weather station.
 Although the weather station has been broadcasting 
for a month now, Roy and Tom said they will be 
monitoring it for accuracy and reliability. If they need 
to tweak anything it may not be reporting while they 
work on some of the components. They also will be 
watching to see if the battery capacity and solar panel 
can meet the power needs of the station during the 
tougher winter months.
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM.

Show & Tell
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Long absent member Mark Verbrugge, made an 
appearance at the meeting with one of his latest 
projects. It is a Messerschmitt Bf 109F produced and 
distributed from Hong Kong by China Model 
Products (CMP Airplane). The company's product 
web site is: http://www.cmpairplane.com/warbird/
BF109F%20140%20Size.html. 

 Mark was attracted to this model because of the size 
and quality of ARF airplane you get for the money. It 
has a 6 ft. wing span, weighing about 13 lbs. Mark is 
powering it with a Saito 150 glow 4-stroke motor. He 
said it will need about 10 servos for the controls, six in 
the wing alone to operate the ailerons, flaps and speed 

brakes. 
 Mark was impressed by the 
construction quality, fiberglass 
fuselage and balsa wings and 
ta i l fea thers. The ba lsa 
structure is fabric covered and 
the whole plane is spray 
painted in a very accurate 
scheme. On the bad side, the 
monster spinner was all plastic 
and reported to be incapable 
of handling the centrifugal 
force without flying apart. A 
Dave Platte spinner with 
aluminum back-plate was 
Mark's choice for upgrade.
 For some reason, the supplied wheels were 
noticeably undersized for scale. Mark has mounted 
bigger wheels and has been redoing the wheel wells for 
the new tires to fit into. Surprisingly, Mark found no 
provisions to mount the wing to the fuselage wing 
saddle. He worked up the standard scheme of front 
dowels and rear screws to attach the wing.
 Mark also bucked the historical revisionists 
(motivated by pressure to be politically correct) not 
wanting Swastika markings on the plane and added 
them where they are historically correct.

RC Instruction
by Garth Landefeld, Safety Officer
 I thought I would take a minute or two to write an 
article about this summer’s pilot instruction I did or 
think I did with Brad Maas.
 Brad had joined our club this year and was seeking 
some help getting started flying. After talking to Brad 
out at the field, I was happy to lend a hand. 
 Brad had two high wing trainer airplanes, one was 
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an ARF and the other he built over the previous 
winter. He did an excellent job on the build! It was a .
40 size kit that he had for sometime and finally 
decided put it together. I do not remember the name 
of the plane, but believe it was a Midwest kit, anyway 
he did a nice job.

 First, checking the airplane over for any hidden 
problems and range checking the radio, all passed with 
flying colors. We started the engine and tuned the OS 
LA .46 to it best possible performance. With the 
engine purring, we taxied around the field to insure the 
plane tracked straight and to verify all was good before 
its first flight. Some minor adjustments of the nose 
gear were needed, and then tank was filled for its initial 
test flight.
 To Brad's credit, there was little trimming needed 
and it flew great. With the test flight in, we were ready 
to set up the buddy box. (Old school term for the 
trainer radio). 
 Since Brad had some previous flight time experience 
and now a great plane to fly, little coaching was 
needed. 
 Over the next several weeks and 30 plus flights later, 
Brad was ready to cut the trainer cord and solo. 
Needless to say, he did great! 
 Over the next couple evening I came out to watch 
Brad fly, just in case I was needed, which I never was. 
 Congratulations Brad! Job well done! We all look 
forward to seeing you out at field next season tearing 
up the sky! Thanks for the opportunity as well, it was 
good training for me too!

Proposals for Hard Surface Runway
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Important WFRC Club Business - Our president, at 
the urging of some of the members, has designated a 
new business topic for the January meeting (not this 
December). The floor will be opened for discussion of 
a project to install a hard surface runway at the 
Montissippi Field. The notice of this discussion is 
being posted in the newsletter to give all the members 
time to formulate their outlook on such a proposal as 
it is a major undertaking to determine the feasibility, 
determine cost and garner required support from the 
membership. Motions for further activity to facilitate a 
hard surface runway project could be made and voted 
on at the January meeting so if you have opinions 
please attend the meeting or make your position 
known to a club officer.

Upcoming Events
Metrodome Flying - Marcee has again secured 
some dates in December to fly indoor electric RC at 
the Metrodome in Minneapolis. All the dates fall on 
week days, the 6-9th, 13 & 14th, 23rd & 27th of 
December. Hours are from 6:30 AM to 4:30 PM each 
of the days. AMA is required and the charge is $5 to 
Marcee members and $10 to non-members. See the 
Marcee web s i te for more infor mat ion - 
www.marcee.org

Twin City Radio Controllers Auction - The 35th 
Annual Auction will be held at Cross Point Church in 
Bloomington on Saturday, February 12th. Mark your 
calendars now so that you won't miss the largest RC 
Aircraft auction in the Midwest. There is a forum 
started on RC Universe at: 
http://www.rcuniverse.com/forum/m_10142053/tm.htm 
where photos of items that will be auctioned can be 
posted and viewed.

Time to Renew Memberships
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 It is the time of year that you should be receiving a 
notice from AMA to renew your membership with 
them. Typically, we find that when the club submits its 
charter renewal with AMA in January there are 5-10% 
of our club who have let their AMA lapse. Most will 
go on to reinstate their AMA by the time flying starts 
in April or May but without some prodding, there will 
be a couple that forget. The paperwork headache is 
annoying for the club officers, so please renew as soon 
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2010 Club Officers
............. ......Pres  Wayne Van Den Boom  763-443-4440

................ ....................VP Tom Springer  612-221-4087
.... .......................Treasurer  Perry Dzuik  763-477-6865
..... ........................Secretary  Leo Davids  763-263-3577
... ................Safety Off   Garth Landefeld  763-497-5828

..... .......................News Ed  Jean Davids  763-263-3577

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

as you get your notice. The club will accept you as a 
member with either the full AMA membership or the 
electric park flier membership if you fly only light 
electric models at the Montissippi field. 
 Also, you will find a membership renewal form with 
the December Club newsletter that we would like to 
see returned by the end of January. Membership dues 
for the club remain the same cost as previous years. 
The renewal form is important so that we can provide 
updated address, email and cell phone information in 
the club roster. Please designate if the phone number 
you supply is a mobile or strictly home number. 
 We really don't need accurate frequency information 
on an application with the advent of 2.4 GHz radios. 
We are no longer keeping track of the distribution of 
72 MHz frequencies. This presumes that anyone 
getting a new radio will be going 2.4 GHz, so there is 
no benefit in knowing who or how many people are 
on a given 72 MHz frequency.

Tips & Tricks
From the Rocky Mountain Modeleers, Ft. Collins, CO, newsletter
Vinegar
 To remove epoxy from yourself safely, use white 
vinegar. It’s smelly, safe, and very cheap!
Flexible sanding block
 A flexible sanding block can be made by contact 
cementing sandpaper to one side of a urethane 
sponge. Your sanding block can conform to any curve.
Handy soldering jig
 Here’s an easy way to solder a threaded coupler. 
Place the coupler in the jaw of a wire stripper and 
stretch a rubber band around the handle. This 
provides the needed tension to hold the coupler (or 
whatever else) in place while soldering.
—Mel Marcum, Eugene, Orgeon
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